CALL FOR PARTICIPATION

Queer Masculinities Summer School

Where: Chintsa/East London, South Africa
When: March 25-28, 2024

Conveners: Prof. Dr. Zintombizethu Matebeni (University of Fort Hare) and Prof. Dr.
Henriette Gunkel (Ruhr-Universitat Bochum)

Faculty: Dr. Asanda-Jonas Benya (University of Cape Town), Prof. Dr. Kara Keeling
(tbc) (University of Chicago), Prof. Dr. Osmundo Pinho (Universidade Federal do
Recbdncavo da Bahia)

Masculinity is not what it used to be. Perhaps this is a memory of what never was. The
binary logic, in its present and past form, has shaped the idea that bodies are tied to
genders in a linear fashion. Men with male-assigned bodies ought to be or are
masculine, and bodies that are deemed female are of women and feminine. This logic
of duality presents a split, an image of two associated parts. It may appear as neat, a
clear division or distinction from one part to the other. Yet, the world of beings and
things is messy, blurry, with overlaps, transgressions, difficult histories, entanglements,
and co-existence (Benya). And so it is with the intersectionality of
gender/race/class/sexuality, which cannot be understood outside of the colonial system
(Gunkel; Lugones; Pinho).

The connection between queerness and masculinity is well-established, and rather than
rehashing this we are interested in starting a different conversation. During this
interdisciplinary summer school, we envision a new point of departure which already
accepts the foundational texts that have shaped masculinity studies and queer studies
in many parts of the world and in different disciplines (Connell; Halberstam; Johnson
and Rivera-Servera; Keeling; Matebeni; Ratele). We ask: If queer and masculinity are
both terms that travel over time and space, then what of queer masculinities? What
possibilities and new opportunities does queer masculinities offer as a concept that
considers both the intersections of gender/sexuality/race/class/geopolitical positionings,
and the diverse theoretical shifts demanded by the decolonial turn?

Given this, is it possible to disentangle gender from masculinity? What would
masculinity look like without gender?

The Queer Masculinities Summer School invites MA students in media studies and/or
gender studies at the Ruhr-Universitat Bochum who are interested in the fields of



masculinities and queerness broadly, to re-imagine masculinities without gender.
Specifically, we are interested in thinking through and imagining queer masculinities as
not only attached to bodies; queer masculinities that offer other bodies (of knowledge,
being, creating, existence or occupying); and queer masculinities that are nonbinary in
form, structure, and shape.

As accepted participants will be supported with international travel, accommodation and
main meals during the time of the summer school, places are limited and subject to an
application process. To apply, please submit a letter of motivation (max. 2 pages) and
your CV in English no later than the 15th of August 2023 to Paulena Mduller
(queer-masculinities@ruhr-uni-bochum.de). The course will be accredited.
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